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before him, killed the demons and restored the vedas. Lord
Brahma then requested God to continue to stay at Thirukkanna
mangai for ever and requested that He also should be seen along
with the Perumal at this place. God granted him this wish.
Brahma converted the four vedas into four pillars which are
said to be the four pillars holding up the Sri mandapam today.
A striking sight in this temple is a huge hive of honey bees
near the shrine of the Goddess Abisheka Valli. This hive is said to
have been in existence for many ages. According to the legend, it
is believed that Maharishis and Devas in large numbers came to
attend the panigrahanam (celestial marriage) of the Lord with
the Goddess. Those who came to witness the marriage wanted
to stay on in the same place and enjoy the divine sight of the
kalyana thirukkolam (the wedding scene of the divine couple).
God granted their wish. Hence the Devas and the Rishis became
bees which are continuing to stay even today in the hive in front
of the sannidhi of Goddess. It is an inexplicable fact that in spite
of so many bees humming around the hive, not a single devotee
has been stung by any one of the bees. Daily prayers are offered
to the bee hive also and the pilgrim who throng to this temple
city never fail to witness this ceremony.
The theertham here is known as Darsana pushkarini.
There is a legend connected with this name. It is well
known that Perumal assumed Thrivikrajna form to humble
Bali Chakravarthi. At that time, Perumal covered the entire
earth with one foot and placeed the other foot covering Satya
loka. Lord Brahma then washed the foot which encompassed
theSatyaloka. The water that was used to wash the foot spilled
over to the earth. It is believed that God put his pressure on the
toe of the first foot which had covered the entire earth and then
lifted the second foot which covered Satya loka. The pressure
of the toe of the first foot covering the earth caused a dent and
a hollow in that place. This hollow-became a tank. Into this
hollow flowed the water which spilled after Brahma washed the
second fool Hence it is that the water in this tank is considered
as more sacred than the water of river Ganges. This pushkarini
is also known as Vishnu pathagangai. This pushkarini is today
known as Darsana pushkarini. Darsana meaning "to look at",